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Learning Through Athletics 
by Cindy Kleyn-Kennedy 

 
 
 Our sports season got off to a bang-up start with our beloved Clovis High School 
Wildcats winning their first home game at Leon Williams stadium last Friday night. It was an 
exciting game, ending in a 28-23 win.  
 Last week before the game, I had an opportunity to sit down with the Clovis Schools 
Athletic Director, Dale Fullerton, to catch up on some background of our athletics programs. 
While this education column usually focuses on academics, we have a strong history of athletic 
success, with outcomes worth sharing. 

Successful sports programs are inextricably linked to successful academics. Many 
exceptional coaches are often some of the best classroom teachers as well. Excellent coaching 
by nature incorporates special skills that enable critical relationship building with students.  
 The Clovis Schools offers a wide range of sports in which students can become 
involved: golf, tennis, swimming, volleyball, football, basketball, soccer, cheerleading, dance, 
track, baseball, and fast-pitch softball. 

“We encourage our kids to play multiple sports,” Fullerton stated. “The competition is 
good for them, rather than just sitting out for a season; it keeps them involved. Plus, playing 
other sports lets them make new friendships. Not only that, involvement in multiple sports also 
physically helps kids, more so than just fitness training in the gym.” 
 Fullerton himself came from an educator’s background; an English and PE teacher for 
many years, he then went into administration, serving as principal at Marshall Junior High (as it 
was known then), also for a number of years. Fullerton then spent time in the Texas school 
system as a high school principal and later, superintendent. Returning to the Clovis Schools, 
Fullerton shared that it was a coach that influenced him to go into education in the first place. 
“Coaches teach kids determination, not giving up, self-discipline, confidence, and staying power,” 
he observed. Continuing, “Character development is one of the primary outcomes of athletics.” 
 Some of our most prominent cultural influences are – or were – coaches. John Wooden, 
famous UCLA basketball coach, noted, “Be more concerned with your character than your 
reputation, because your character is what you really are, while your reputation is merely what 
others think you are.” NFL coach, Tony Dungy, noted, “It’s about the journey – mine and yours – 
and the lives we can touch, the legacy we can leave, and the world we can change for the 
better.” There’s Tom Osborne of Nebraska, and…well, the list goes on.  
 Involvement in sports takes commitment and dedication on the part of students, as well 
as their coaches, qualities that pay off in situations, for example, like last Friday’s football win.  
 Our community has always been supportive of our sports, and it’s so important for our 
kids in all our sports to look up and see cheering community members. Consider attending any 
of our wide range of sporting events; not only is it a great form of entertainment, it means so 
much to our kids.  

Call Samantha Valdez, CHS Athletics office secretary for information about all of our 
sporting events or to get tickets: 575-769-4350, extension 1023. 
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