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Ranchvale iPads for the Classroom 
by Cindy Kleyn-Kennedy 

   
 Driving out to Ranchvale Elementary is a breath of fresh air. Located about twelve 
miles northwest of Clovis, Ranchvale began as a country school back in the early part of 
the last century as a country school, serving the local farmers’ and ranchers’ children. 
Enrollment now includes students from a wide variety of demographics, students from all 
kinds of backgrounds. 
 Ranchvale’s academics have excelled over the years becoming, in fact, a Blue 
Ribbon School in 2010 under the leadership of then principal, Suzanne Brockmeier. 
Current principal, Jennifer Longley, has continued many of the traditions at “The Ranch,” 
as the staff fondly refers to the school. 
 As with our other schools, an important consideration at Ranchvale is that of 
integrating technology into the classroom, where possible, to prepare students for the 
future. At the beginning of last summer a number of our teachers were able to attend a 
STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Math) conference in Albuquerque through a 
joint effort of the state of New Mexico and school districts.  
 Allison Fowler and Kendra Lewis, 5th grade teachers at Ranchvale, returned from 
the conference eager to put into effect much of what they’d learned. In Fowler’s words, 
“One of the presentations focused on a flipped classroom and student-driven research. I 
loved both concepts and wanted to find a way to increase my ability to use technology 
and these concepts in my classroom. I knew my 5th grade students would love to design 
their own research around real-world problems. The addition of iPads in the classroom 
would allow students to research, document, and present their findings in relation to the 
problems we discover while addressing our standards.” 
 These teachers dove into grant writing to fund the iPads, essential to their new 
plans. Their vision found success through a grant funded by Plateau Telecommunications. 
Company representatives, J. R. Jacobs, Public Affairs Representative and Plateau board 
member, Frank Blackburn, arrived at Ranchvale Elementary recently to present a giant, 
oversized check to the 5th grade classes to realize their upcoming plans. This quiet, 
elementary school in the country enjoyed a flurry of excitement as students gathered 
outside in front of the school to accept the grant award, meeting and greeting the visitors, 
and taking pictures. 
 How great to see students so excited by new plans for learning. Congratulations to 
the school and these energetic teachers who showed such initiative in looking for 
innovative solutions for instruction.  
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