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Cameo Builds a Force for Learning 
by Cindy Kleyn-Kennedy 

   
 Across our district educators are continually working towards improving learning 
to effectively address instructional needs of students. This may involve teacher trainings 
within the district; attending trainings elsewhere; internal planning and strategy building, 
and more. 
 A recent conversation with Principal Mike Read and Instructional Coach Kama 
Garcia revealed the benefits of some of this expertise at Cameo Elementary. Both Math 
and Language Arts will be even more strongly emphasized going forward. “Number 
Literacy” will be reintroduced with its unique tools and strategies that make the abstract 
concepts of math tangible, more understandable for students. 
 For Language Arts, Cameo has revamped the school-wide schedule to build in 
specific intervention times that address Tier 1 and Tier 2 instruction to reach every child  
(http://www.rtinetwork.org/essential/tieredinstruction/tiered-instruction-and-intervention-
rti-model). This means students are working in both whole groups and small groups to 
focus on specific skills, such as phonics, fluency, or reading comprehension strategies. 
Teachers draw upon a variety of resources and methods, from Orton-Gillingham to 
Sharon Gatti-Carson to Shurley English; whatever best addresses the learning needs of 
the students. 
 Beginning in December, Cameo will also have a school-wide focus on vocabulary 
building. This has been identified as a need for all students, many of whom have little 
prior knowledge, which makes reading comprehension a challenge; planning and goal-
setting are now underway. 
 Grade level teachers are working very closely together. Amber Moreno and 
Jennifer Bolin, 5th grade teachers, shared their progress: “We have so much data now, and 
we share it with students and parents. Our kids really like knowing where they are. It’s 
certainly motivating, and our small groups are amazing! We are one community, and our 
kids know it and like it.” There was first-hand evidence as we chatted in the computer lab, 
as students kept coming up to share their improved percentages, their faces lighting up. 
 Joy Martin, 3rd grade, also described the benefits of working closely with fellow 
3rd grade teachers, Kathryn Sacane and Brenda Lucero: “Our classrooms integrate 
differentiated learning tactics to provide auditory, visual, kinesthetic, and tactile learning 
for every lesson. With students in small groups for interventions, every child in 3rd grade 
is receiving thirty minutes of individualized instruction in areas for growth, no matter 
their level.” 
 Walking through the school that day, evidence of this same level of conviction 
could be seen and heard everywhere. As Eleanor Roosevelt noted, “It is today we must 
create the world of the future.” 
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