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Reality Check at CHS Freshman Academy 
by Cindy Kleyn-Kennedy 

   
 A large dose of reality hit the Clovis High School Freshman Academy last week. 
A unique experience spearheaded by CHSFA teachers, Diane Miller and Brian Pickard, 
was organized to support financial literacy among students. Called “Reality Check Day” 
the event was a partnership of CHS Freshman Academy, United Way of Eastern New 
Mexico, and High Plains Federal Credit Union. 
 In a dramatic hands-on, interactive experience, students got a real feel for what 
it’s like to deal with the stark reality of making ends meet in the real world. An added 
benefit, over the coming months the entire student body will have participated. 
 The event began with students receiving a new identity and profile with all the 
details needed to proceed through the various stations. The profile might be the role 
of a single mom, a dad, a homeless person, or a grandparent having to raise their 
grandchildren. Students’ profiles outlined their life details, what their situation was in 
terms of employment, current income, or whatever other factors may be involved. 
Whether the assigned role was working at a job paying very little or having no job at all, 
students had to figure out how to budget, pay their bills, find a job, repair their car, 
and much more during the course of this life simulation. 
 With help of school staff and volunteers who also served in various roles –
landlords, bankers, doctors, social workers, loan officers, or other merchants – students 
made their way through the various stations, solving the problems of the circumstances 
they’d been assigned. 
 Interestingly, at the beginning of this life simulation, the atmosphere was light 
and lively, with students joking about their assigned roles, the fact that they were a 
grandparent or how many kids they had. However, as the simulation continued, 
students became serious as they became invested in their roles, trying to figure out a 
way to deal with the gravity of their circumstances. The experience became 
increasingly real as students struggled to figure out real-life solutions to real-life 
problems. Stress levels increased as unexpected emergencies occurred and the 
seriousness of the challenges of financial difficulties hit home.  
 For many students this became a life-changing experience, as they tasted for the 
first time the reality of the real world, the problems and challenges many families face. 
The experience was memorable and a powerful lesson for all. 
 Many thanks to all involved for providing students with this unique and powerful 
learning experience. 
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