
CMS/CNJ Article #24 / 2016-02-18 / cindy.kleynkennedy@clovis-schools.org 

  Clovis News Journal / EDUCATION Column 2016-02-18 Article#24 
 

Research on the Internet 
by Cindy Kleyn-Kennedy  

 
 In education students are conducting research earlier and earlier, as part of the 
learning process. As far back as 2001, a Pew Research Center survey revealed that 
“94% of youth ages 12-17 who have Internet access say they use the Internet for school 
research and 78% say they believe the Internet helps them with schoolwork” 
(http://www.pewinternet.org/2001/09/01/the-internet-and-education/); and this, over 
fifteen years ago!  
 With increasing access and dependence on many technologies in education, it 
becomes more important than ever to ensure our students are guided in discriminating 
use of these powerful resources, particularly when it involves use of the Internet as a 
research tool. Since anything can be on the Internet, everything is on the Internet. 
Being able to differentiate between valid and invalid information becomes a critical skill 
for all of us, especially students.  
 It is not uncommon to hear our teachers – from elementary to secondary – 
discussing the evaluation and reliability of information students find on the Internet. I 
recently heard one of our high school teachers in the Clovis High School open lab 
discussing with students a model of reliability, called CARS (Credibility, Accuracy, 
Reasonableness, Support). Explaining the concept, the teacher was walking students 
through the model. Credibility: Is the info fair? Is the author expressing an opinion? 
Accuracy: Is the info reliable? Are there errors, dead links? Reasonableness: Who wrote 
and published the info? Is the site current? Support: Does the site list sources? Can the 
info be verified? This is just a sampling of the many questions per category to check 
validity. 
 At many schools, teachers show students how to “Google-search” more 
efficiently, using “operators.” For example, one class was researching bears. Prior to 
students’ individual research, the teacher demonstrated how typing “bears” in a 
Google search bar would bring up hundreds of millions of websites, the first page of 
which mainly contained sites about the Chicago Bears. She added “site:gov” to “bears” 
and had only a fraction of the first number, all about the animal, fine-tuning the search. 
 A group of secondary teachers had a project with students searching historical 
events in newspapers, using https://news.google.com/newspapers, an amazing source 
containing newspapers from all over the world, as far back as the early 1800s. 
 The Internet is vast and continuing to expand. Thanks to great teachers with 
insight, our students are learning to harness this incredibly powerful tool wisely, an 
indispensible part of learning with technology in the 21st century. 
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