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Action at Sandia Elementary 
by Cindy Kleyn-Kennedy  

 
 At the beginning of this school year Sandia Elementary got a new principal. 
Truth be told, the “new” principal was one returning. Matthew Vetterly took up the 
reins once more at Sandia Elementary in the Clovis Schools after a two-year stint in 
Sundown, Texas. Before he and his family had headed to Texas, Vetterly had served as 
principal at Sandia for the previous five years, preceded by a number of years both in 
the classroom and administration. 
 Recently, I had an opportunity to catch up with Vetterly to learn about activities 
at Sandia. Not surprisingly, many events have been taking place. In Vetterly’s own 
words: “At Sandia, we have high expectations for both academics and behavior. We 
strive to increase rigor in all academic areas with a focus on 21st century learners.  Our 
mission is to prepare student leaders to become community leaders. Our students 
practice good stewardship through our recycling program.  A student led team collects 
paper, and our 2nd grade classes collect recyclable cans.  So far, we have collected 
1,241 pounds of paper and 170 pounds of cans.”  
 What great models for encouraging our students to become productive citizens. 
Vetterly continued describing Sandia activities: “We foster a respect for our active duty 
military and veterans though our outreach programs, which included a Veteran’s Day 
program, cards to deployed servicemen, and a quilt, thanking our troops for their 
commitment to our great nation.” 
 This is a time of increased awareness of the importance of health and fitness in 
this day and age of excessive obesity and the dangers it represents. Sandia has a focus 
on heart health through their participation in “Jump Rope for Heart.” Sandia’s Physical 
Education instructor, Stephanie Michael, contributed, “Sandia helps support the 
American Heart Association by raising money to help save lives.  We teach our 
students the importance of a healthy lifestyle, educate them about the heart and ways 
to keep it healthy for a lifetime.  Our students are heart heroes. Our goal this year is 
$7,500.”   
 Vetterly continued describing other activities at Sandia: “Recently, our families 
participated in GEO-night.  Over 300 people came to a presentation from the Don 
Harrington Discovery Center and experienced hands on Science and Social Studies 
activities.” 
 Summarizing the conversations, Vetterly wrapped up with: “Sandia has a rich 
history and a very promising future.  Our students, families, and staff make everyday 
count.”  
 Go, “Heart Heroes” of Sandia! 
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