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Radical Reading at Zia 
by Cindy Kleyn-Kennedy  

 
 There was recently a nationwide reading event, called “ReadQuest” in which 
some of our elementary schools participated (http://www.renaissance.com/readquest). 
 This event occurs yearly with more than 12,000 educators involved and by the end of 
the day, almost four million books had been read across the country. Results are tallied 
through students taking a computer quiz after reading each to book as a check for 
understanding. 
 This yearly reading celebration is firmly entrenched at Zia Elementary. The day 
began with Zia staff dressing up as their favorite story character and parading for the 
students in the multi-purpose room. This was to the great delight of the students, who 
could easily shout out character names. The atmosphere was playful with the sight of 
teachers clad in bright, vibrant colors, sporting glittery wings or long, feathery tails; not 
surprisingly, the students were thrilled. 
 Throughout the day at Zia, reading took place inside and outside the school. 
Parents and community members had been invited to come and read with students, 
and the turnout was great. Some 420 Zia students participated in the daylong event, 
reading individually, in pairs or groups, stretched out on the floor on pillows; in 
different areas throughout the school, including the playground and on the front lawn.  
 Principal Shalei Bennett described the event: “ReadQuest was a great event for 
our students. They loved seeing their Accelerated Reader quizzes count toward the 
national books-read ticker. Zia read and tested on a total of 1,642 books and 
maintained a 90.3% testing average. Nationwide 3,638,868 books were read and 
tested on this day alone. ReadQuest supported our mission of promoting reading 
growth, and our students gained valuable reading practice. We’re so proud of all our 
students.” 
 In past years, before the wide influence of technology, many students grew up 
reading as a form of entertainment. As today’s youth have access to many more forms 
of entertainment, students turn less and less to reading for pleasure. Fact is, those 
earlier years of reading for pleasure hone cognitive skills, which fosters learning, and 
today’s students miss out on opportunities for cognitive development when they turn 
to a computer game rather than a book.  What a wonderful opportunity to experience 
the pleasures of reading and the worlds that can be explored. 
 As Dr. Seuss noted: “The more you read the more things you know. The more 
that you learn the more places you’ll go.” 
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