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Happy Endings & New Beginnings 
by Cindy Kleyn-Kennedy  

 
 There’s always something bittersweet about a school year drawing to a close. 
The hectic end-of-year activities are gradually slowing down. Eager anticipation fills the 
air as students and teachers look forward to summer months to refresh, regroup, and 
prepare for the next school year. At the same time, teachers glance around their 
classrooms with wonder at how their young charges have grown and reflect on the year 
just ending. Younger students suddenly realize how much they’ll miss their teacher, 
while older students alternate between simultaneously feeling grown up, but still a little 
kid inside. 
 The end of a year is also a time of change. Our beloved Ranchvale Elementary is 
closing its doors, and, while staff and students will be joining other school campuses 
for new adventures, it’s hard to say goodbye. Ranchvale’s recent program offered a 
fitting tribute to the school throughout the years. Between the current students singing 
their hearts out under Brian Uerling’s direction to former students sharing wonderful 
stories of the past, it was a powerful moment in time. 
  Former Ranchvale student Margery Preston started at Ranchvale in 1929. Stella 
Parker, who attended Ranchvale in the 1940s, delighted all with tales of former school 
days. From students carrying coal for the stoves, which warmed each classroom, to 
descriptions of the outdoor restrooms, the audience was enthralled.  
 Ranchvale’s current students presented Principal Jennifer Longley with letters 
and cards of appreciation and shared their most poignant memories at Ranchvale. 
There was a wonderful mix of tears from hearts filled with love and laughter from 
students’ shared memories. One young man recalled, “One time at Ranchvale I asked 
my teacher if she was pregnant; and she wasn’t!”  
 For next school year there are shifts in school leadership for exciting new 
beginnings with veteran educators. Longley is headed from Ranchvale to Marshall 
Middle School as principal. Gloria Mendoza is moving from the high school to be 
principal at Gattis Middle School. John Howell will take the helm at Clovis High School 
Freshman Academy. Jay Brady is headed from Marshall to Clovis High School as the 
new principal.  
 While we’re eagerly looking forward to the future, we’re deeply grateful to those 
educators who are leaving and the lives they’ve touched. Just as a house is not a home, 
a school is not a building; it’s the remarkable, talented people who make the magic, 
and that’s something we get to keep. 
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