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Music in the Air 
by Cindy Kleyn-Kennedy 

 
 The Clovis Municipal Schools have long enjoyed a robust tradition of excellence in music 
education. While this in itself contributes a certain momentum, how have our music educators 
been able to sustain such success? Consistently high expectations and uncompromisingly high 
standards are definitely part of the mix.  

Sitting down with Bill Allred recently, our CHS Head Band Director was able to shed 
more light. Allred, now in his 19th year, is one of only three band directors at Clovis High School 
since the 1950s. He has carried on the long-standing strong band programs of Norvil Howell 
and Gordon Hart. That kind of consistency helps as well. 
 Allred is passionate about music education and what it offers students. In addition to the 
well-documented research of music and its cognitive benefits, music teaches so many important 
life skills. Allred shared, “I’ve seen what band brings to the kids…so many tangible skills: 
responsibility, teamwork, accountability, work ethic, classmate support, and much more. 
Students experience first-hand the success that hard work delivers.”  

Band uses cross-curricular skills and knowledge as well. Between complex tempos and 
marching patterns, students employ considerable math skills, learning marching patterns by 
reading and following mathematical coordinates. 

Allred emphasized the many positive contributions of fellow band directors: Assistant 
Band Directors Karl Powell and Brandon Boerio; Travis Pruitt at the CHS Freshman Academy; 
middle school directors Ty Frederick, Andrea Stillwagon, and Stephanie Lenhart. Continuing, 
Allred described the value of continued high expectations and not accepting excuses. “We have 
had epic successes, but we still talk about how we can improve. We’re very proud of our 
success, but we’re not satisfied. We compare ourselves to the best bands nationally.” Allred 
highlighted having learned, along the way, the value of the journey to success, not just the win 
at the end. The journey to success must be rewarding and worthwhile. 
 Director of Music Education, Alan Dropps - a music educator for 30 years - echoed much 
the same in terms of high expectations. He added his gratitude for the incredible support the 
music program receives from our administrators, educators, our community at large, and 
Cannon Air Force base. “Music is such an important tradition in the Clovis schools; we never 
lower our expectations for performance at any level. Also key: we have certified music 
educators from kindergarten through high school. You just don’t see that level of support in 
many other school districts. 
  This week is “Music in Our Schools”, part of the National Association for Music 
Education. In fact, tonight is the Clovis Schools’ “Grand Concert” that showcases our vertical 
alignment. Elementary through secondary students will demonstrate what they’ve learned 
through choral as well as instrumental performances. Come and experience at 6:30 pm at 
Marshall Auditorium; admission is free. 
 Chantal Petitclerc noted, “If you have a strong commitment to your goals and dreams, if 
you wake up every day with a passion to do your job, everything is possible.”  

Sounds like we’ve got that pretty much covered in the Clovis Schools music departments. 
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