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Parlez-Vous Francais? 
by Cindy Kleyn-Kennedy 

 
 Not long ago you may have noticed Mardi Gras purple, green, and gold 
appearing here and there. Roughly translated as “Fat Tuesday,” Mardi Gras dates back 
to medieval Europe and falls on the Tuesday just before Ash Wednesday. Celebrated 
as the final day of revelry, Mardi Gras is the famous culminating event of Carnival that 
begins January 6.  
 Mardi Gras is celebrated not only in New Orleans and many other well-known 
locations, but also at Clovis High School in the French department! CHS French classes, 
headed up by dynamic duo, Diana Huey and Jennifer Kelley - both veteran teachers - 
incorporate all aspects of French culture into their French language classes. 

This year French students also extended an invitation to celebrate Mardi Gras to 
the Special Education (SPED) classes at CHS. In fact, they brought the party right to 
their doorstep, armed with colorful, glittery plastic cups filled with Mardi Gras goodies - 
beads, horns, treats, and other items. Madame Huey laid out a dazzling array of 
beautifully colored and feathered masks for the Special Education students to choose 
from. The SPED students were delighted and delved into their goodies. At the gentle 
prompting of one of the SPED teachers, they also greeted the French students with 
shouts of “Bonjour!” All in all, it was obvious everyone had a great time. 

At the end of this 7th period celebration, I followed the French teachers and their 
students back to their classrooms and learned more. It likely comes as no surprise to 
anyone that a language is more than just different words, representing a whole different 
culture and way of thinking. The CHS French teachers take this to heart as is evidenced 
by their wonderfully rich, brightly colored and textured classrooms, filled with paintings, 
posters, books, souvenirs, and other memorabilia from France and other French-
speaking countries.  

Even more convincing was the enthusiasm with which their students spoke of all 
things French as we chatted in the classroom. I learned from students that the famous 
Mardi Gras colors have specific meanings: purple represents justice; green means faith; 
and gold, power. 

Another of the French Club’s Mardi Gras celebrations included a meal with 
quiche, garlic potatoes with aioli, a King cake – complete with baby inside; French bread, 
café au lait punch and other goodies. There was a mask-decorating contest; balloon 
stomp, and more; the king and queen contest raised monies, all of which went to a 
charity - this year, Wounded Warriors.  

Huey’s and Kelley’s French students literally bubbled over with all sorts of 
information, ranging from facts about the Louvre to French laws to the latest songs of 
current pop French singers, exchanging the most recent song titles amongst 
themselves. Students described the other events that took place throughout the year: 
Café Day, all in French; French character dress-up, and much, much more. 

What an utter delight - for teachers to have such an impact not only on students’ 
breadth of knowledge, but also their enthusiasm for learning. Merci, French teachers! 
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