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Shattered Dreams 
by Cindy Kleyn-Kennedy 

 
 Last Friday at Clovis High School was a day filled with intense drama, stretched emotions, 
riveted focus, and, yes – there was shedding of tears. It was the day of “Shattered Dreams.” 
 The very name of this unique program describes it all: “Shattered Dreams” is designed as an 
interactive – very much hands-on - underage drinking and impaired driving intervention program and has 
been implemented by school districts across the nation.  

According to Dr. Ronald Stewart, Trauma Medical Director at University Hospital in San 
Antonio, Texas, “The number of teens who die annually in alcohol-related crashes is equivalent to having 
a 727 aircraft full of teenagers crash every two weeks.” This, along with other startling statistics, 
prompted the CHS Character Counts Goal Team to implement this powerful national program to 
effectively communicate to teenagers the dangers of alcohol. 
 Although the event involved all CHS staff and students, along with a wide variety of community 
services and volunteer services, the individuals spearheading the facilitation of the event were teachers, 
Christie Drake, Corey Pickett, and mental health counselor, Nicole Addison. 
 The morning began with a staged car wreck, complete with “victims.” Two previously wrecked 
vehicles were brought in and positioned nose-to-nose. Both cars had obviously been in horrible head-on 
collisions with not only front ends collapsed, but also other extensive damage, from dents, gouges to 
broken glass. CHS Theater students and teacher had prepared the group of CHS students playing the 
“victims” with alarmingly realistic theatre make-up. Student “victims” were then carefully positioned in 
the vehicles.  
 As a fictitious 911 call was made, bringing local and state police cars, followed by fire trucks and 
ambulance, the CHS student body came out in groups to surround and witness the scene, starting with 
sophomores, followed by juniors and seniors. 
 The drama unfolded: all of the community services personnel processed the scene as if it were an 
actual wreck. Some of the “victims” were deceased; some staggered out of vehicles “wounded” and 
“bleeding.”  The young man playing the inebriated teen who had caused the accident became hysterical, 
and was eventually “arrested” and removed in handcuffs. Firemen and EMS personnel continued their 
work, transporting “victims” on backboards in ambulance or in body bags. The entire scene was so 
convincing that it was easy to forget that this was a mock car crash. CHS technology and media arts 
students filmed the entire event, from the mock crash site to following groups to hospital, the morgue, and 
other locations. 
 During the afternoon the entire CHS student body gathered in the gym for a special assembly. A 
mock “memorial” service was held for three CHS students who were “deceased” in the accident. After 
Pastor Layloni Drake read the students’ “obituaries,” Leticia Zarate, Lonnie Leslie, and CHS principal 
Wayne Marshall all presented their own powerful, life-changing personal experiences with drunk drivers. 
These were movingly spoken to a packed audience, sitting in utter silence. 
 It’s impossible to truly capture what took place that day, but it was clear lives were transformed 
and, quite possibly, saved. 
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