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Community in the Classroom 
by Cindy Kleyn-Kennedy 

 
 Our Clovis High School Freshman Academy (CHSFA) recently held an event, “Community in 
the Classroom,” as a way to acquaint CHSFA students with the various community services available. It 
began as compliance with some of their school goals, but quickly expanded to provide students with a 
more in-depth understanding of their community.  

 CHSFA Science teacher, Diane Miller, elaborated, “It’s important for students to know what’s 
available in the community, whether for themselves, to recommend, or as an opportunity to become more 
involved by volunteering. We wanted to provide students with a better understanding of their own 
community.” For example, CHSFA does a lot of canned food drives; students should know what happens 
after the cans are collected. Also, there are, sadly, abusive dating relationships and/or home situations, 
and students should know about available resources. Students also gained insight about the importance of 
volunteering in one’s own community, learning how it benefits themselves and others. 

Participating in the event were teams of four or five CHSFA students who developed their own 
presentations, rotating through all the Freshman Academy classrooms. They combined forces with a 
representative from one of the community services with their complementary presentation. For example, 
CHSFA theater arts students teamed with the Hartley House and presented skits depicting various 
scenarios that might indicate an abusive dating relationship. 

P.J. Robinson provided information about The Lighthouse Mission and how they operate. In 
conjunction with that presentation, students assembled and presented to the Lighthouse goodie bags filled 
with personal care items donated by and/or purchased at cost through our local Albertson’s (Thank you, 
Albertson’s!). 

The Red Cross and its team of CHSFA students presented the services they provide, including 
free, downloadable apps for mobile devices. Then, Eastern New Mexico Food Bank’s Dianna Hernandez 
worked with students to present information about all the Food Bank does and offers. The United Way 
shared information about their 2-1-1 Service and how it connects with people with a wide variety of 
services available.  

Other presentations included CHSFA’s Family and Consumer Science’s Linda LeClear, who 
presented with a professional nutritionist about the importance of nutrition and positive body image and 
the dangers of eating disorders. GoFitness was active in the gym sharing about the importance of physical 
fitness. Several Clovis High School seniors came to talk to freshmen about high school in general. The 
seniors shared the importance of being involved in the community through community service and 
preparing for college.   

As Miller noted, the event - which started out simply – developed a momentum of its own, and 
the response from all involved was very positive. Miller continued, “We’re already making plans for next 
year!” 

Canadian philosopher and humanitarian Jean Vanier noted: “One of the marvelous things about 
community is that it enables us to welcome and help people in a way we couldn’t as individuals. When 
we pool our strength and share the work and responsibility, we can welcome many people, even those in 
deep distress, and perhaps help them find self-confidence and inner healing.” 
 
 
 

Cindy Kleyn-Kennedy is the Instructional Technology Coordinator for the Clovis Municipal Schools and can be reached at 
cindy.kleynkennedy@clovis-schools.org 


