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Celebration of Bilingualism 
by Cindy Kleyn-Kennedy 

 
 Clovis students recently made us proud at the Festival Romanico at Eastern New Mexico 
University (ENMU). Festival director, Dr. J. Vitelio Contreras, Associate Professor of Spanish, 
has described the event as a “celebration of being bilingual” and “bilingualism is an asset to your 
life.” 
 The daylong festival was held at ENMU’s Becky Sharp Auditorium and in the Campus 
Union Ballroom and included arts and crafts, in addition to student presentations of poetry 
recitations, skits, videos, and talent competitions. Hundreds of students from Eastern New 
Mexico and West Texas compete in the various categories, and it’s a wonderful opportunity for 
high school students to come together to celebrate and have a glimpse of a college campus to 
inspire them. 
 Our CHS Freshman Academy ESL and Spanish Language Arts teacher, Jazmin Loya, 
took her students to the event and facilitated their entry and practice. Loya, an ENMU graduate 
with her Bachelors and Masters, had previously been involved with the festival, giving her a 
unique perspective in terms of coaching her students in their preparation. She shared, “Our 
students (9th graders) competed against juniors and seniors from many other school districts. 
They won 1st and 2nd place in several categories. I am VERY proud of all the hard work my 
students put in.” 
 The Festival Romanico began some thirty years ago by former ENMU professor of 
French, Dr. Margaret Willen, as a day dedicated to the romance languages of French and Spanish. 
The festival gradually changed over the years to Spanish only, but participants still include both 
non-native and native Spanish speakers. Dr. Mary Ayala, Dean of the College of Liberal Arts 
and Sciences, has also been very instrumental in supporting and growing the tradition of the 
Festival Romanico. 
 According to Loya, Clovis beat all other schools in this category, specifically: “Video” 
category: News Reporting: Diego Romero and Angel Sarmiento won 1st Place. For the “No More 
Bully” production, the group of students took 2nd Place. In the “Skits” category (also groups of 
students), Loya’s students took 2nd Place for one skit, and 3rd Place for another. For “Poetry 
Memorization” Loya’s non-native speakers included: Blanka Robledo – 1st Place; Nicolas 
Zubiate – 2nd Place; Guillermo Montañez – 3rd Place. The native speaker winners were: Jesus 
Rivera, who took 1st Place; Denisse Gonzales, for 2nd Place; Diego Romero, who also took a 2nd 
Place; and Odette Rodriguez, 3rd Place. For the Talent Show, there were over 15 performances, 
and Loya’s student, Nathaniel Rubio, brought back a 2nd Place trophy for “My Life On Drums.” 
 Not only did our CHSFA students deliver winning entries and performances, Loya also 
took the students on a tour of the ENMU campus to plant seeds in these students as they begin 
their high school academic careers and begin to think about college. 
 It’s not only great to have Clovis Schools’ teachers who seek out opportunities for our 
students, but we’re also fortunate to have a nearby university that reaches out to public education 
with this and other types of opportunities to nurture and mentor students. 
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