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Family Leadership Program & Bilingual Seal 
by Cindy Kleyn-Kennedy 

 
 A special event was held last week at the Clovis Civic Center. The evening was a two-fold 
celebration: the graduation of parents from the Family Leadership Institute (FLI), a program 
administered by the Clovis Schools Federal Programs Department; the second component was 
awarding the Bilingual Seal to this year’s graduating Clovis High School seniors. 
 The Bilingual Seal is awarded to students who have met all the requirements for this unique 
honor. As described in the application packet, “this prestigious seal…the culmination of study in a 
foreign language and English…signifying the student is proficient in listening, speaking, reading, and 
writing skills in both languages.” Proficiency is evaluated through multiple assessments of various 
categories, no small task.  

Clovis Schools’ Santi Gutierrez, CMS Bilingual Multicultural Education Coordinator, presented 
the Bilingual Seal to this year’s recipients, who were: Joel Chavez, Odalys Esquivel, Elizabeth Gardea, 
Ethan Loya, Vanessa Segura, Reyna Miranda, Alexis Longoria, and Veronica Serna. Congratulations, 
seniors, on this honor; we applaud all your efforts to achieve this award. 
 The Family Leadership Institute has been an important part of the CMS Federal Programs for 
many years and “crosses all ethnic and cultural boundaries and provides the knowledge, tools, and 
inspiration for strengthening families through building leadership skills and educational support for 
children as a key to a better future.” The graduating parents – whose children are enrolled in the 
preschool Family Literacy Programs at Lincoln Jackson Family Center or Los Niños are well-deserving 
of their graduation documents.  

The participating parents completed a series of ten learning modules that covered topics such 
as leadership in the home; the importance of education; effective relationships and partnering with the 
school; goal-setting; overcoming challenges, to name just a few. The FLI parents not only attend the 
learning modules, they also commit to a certain number of hours in their child’s classroom during the 
course of the school year, learning the importance of being an integrated and interactive part of their 
child’s education. 
 Sylvia Montaño, CMS Family Services Specialist/Eastern ENLACE Regional Director served as 
emcee for the evening, introducing keynote speaker, Erwin Rivera, also of ENLACE (Engaging Latino 
Communities for Education). Rivera spoke movingly of parents as the first educator of their children, 
along with the importance of serving others and one’s community. Rivera addressed the dangers of 
cultural labels and how important it is for us to build and maintain community.  
 Another speaker was Cindy Navo, originally from Chihuahua, now a graduate student at 
University of New Mexico. Navo described the considerable challenges she’d overcome on her way to 
achieving her goals. She encouraged the Bilingual Seal recipients, especially, as they begin their 
journey out in the world. 
  Jeremy Martin, principal of Lincoln Jackson and Los Niños, along with Ginger Towle, 
Instructional Coach, introduced the teachers who called up the graduating FLI parents and their 
children. Particularly memorable were the shining faces – and skipping feet – of those proud 
preschoolers, as they marched proudly to the stage with their parents to receive diplomas.  
 Education is indeed a family affair. 
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