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First Day of School 
by Cindy Kleyn-Kennedy 

 
 WOW! Did we get off to an exciting, dynamic start at Clovis Schools. Last Friday was our staff 
Convocation, for which all staff gather annually at historic Marshall auditorium for new information and 
a program involving students.  

This year we had an unexpected treat: dynamic Dave Weber was our keynote speaker. A 
specialist in leadership, effective communications, and character-based positive school culture-
building, Weber was an absolute delight. The audience hung on every word for the duration, 
captivated by the powerful points he made, alternating with uproarious howling of sidesplitting 
laughter at his hilarious antics. Weber’s powerful, interactive keynote was great way to kick off the year 
together. 

Monday of this week was the first day of school for students. No matter the age, the first day of 
school is a sight to behold. While some students may be a bit nervous, for teachers and staff there’s 
nothing like the first day. Teachers, refreshed from summer break, have been busily preparing for 
students’ return, transforming bare classrooms into rich, interactive learning environments. They’re 
eager to meet their new students and begin anew. Just ask them; or listen to their conversations; or 
notice their social media posts.  

On the first day of school, everything shines: faces of students, parents, and teachers shine; 
new school clothes and backpacks shine; schools shine, floors shine, equipment shines. It’s perhaps 
the one day when it’s common to see both parents holding their children’s hands, escorting them into 
the building to find their new teacher and their new classroom.  

Principals, teachers, and other school staff are everywhere, stationed at strategic points inside 
and outside to help direct parents and students or answer questions. Smiles and laughter are 
everywhere. I caught a glimpse of one principal – Shelly Norris at the Arts Academy – swooping 
welcoming arms wide, bending down to kindergarten eye level to welcome a tiny student, whose 
backpack was about the same size as he was. 

Secondary school sites are also a pleasure to visit on the first day; teachers and staff with wide 
smiles, students clustering in small groups stealing sidelong glances around, deliberately maintaining 
a “cool,” nonchalant demeanor. It doesn’t matter how students are dressed: whether bright, cheerful 
colors or darker, deliberately dressed-down styles, clothes and backpacks are crisp and new.  

Another special treat this year is the brand new James Bickley Elementary school. Standing 
before the east-facing main entrance, the building is indeed reminiscent of the old art deco style of 
the former school. Inside is beautiful, and the recent open house was flooded with visitors; current and 
former students, as well as those who never attended, but interested in touring the new building. One 
teacher captured it perfectly: “We are very lucky to work in such a beautiful facility. There is a sense of 
the old traditions and history mixed gracefully with the new…a clean, safe environment, free from the 
worries of the old building. All have a smile on their face and new sense of pride in our school.” 

Have a great year everyone! 
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