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Well Begun, Half Done 
by Cindy Kleyn-Kennedy  

 
 In last week’s education column we discussed exactly what it takes to 
successfully graduate from high school. This week follows with getting off to a 
successful beginning. 
 Although many have come to believe it’s the school’s entire responsibility to 
educate children, the reality hasn’t changed; parents are, and remain, the child’s first 
teacher and a powerful influence throughout the child’s school years. Early childhood is 
a particularly critical developmental stage where parents should be involved in their 
children’s education. If parents are involved, students are apt to do well in school. 
 Parents can easily encourage their children to learn very simple, basic facts 
before they start to school, such as the child’s full name, their address, and their 
telephone number, when to say please and thank you, along with introducing basic 
concepts. 
 Research has shown that basic concepts serve as the foundation of a child’s 
education. Basic concepts include not only colors, but shapes (square, round, etc.); 
textures (rough, smooth); directions (through, around, up, down, etc.); size (big, little); 
spatial relationships (in, out, top, bottom, inside of, behind, above, etc.); social and 
emotional states (happy, sad); sequences (first, next); quantities (few, many); 
environmental (hot, cold, hard, soft); and so forth. Parents can use normal daily 
activities to explain and model many of these, whether at home, in the grocery store, 
visiting friends, or just spending time at home talking with their children.  
 Parents should also have plenty of picture books, which they can get from the 
local library and make time to sit and read with their children. Since reading skills are 
fundamental to every subject, this is an important way children learn that reading is not 
only a pleasant and enjoyable experience, but also the child begins to learn vowel and 
consonant sounds, prefixes and suffixes, and begins to understand the basic structures 
of language.  
 Reading for 20 minutes a day can transform a child’s entire academic experience, 
(Nagy & Herman, 1987), making them more successful in every subject. When parents 
read with their children, they can use the well-known “5 Ws” of reading: who is the 
main character; what are they doing; where/when does the story take place, and why 
is it important; for example, is there a lesson to be learned, an idea to be shared, an 
emotion to be discussed. 
 Dorothea Brande noted, “A child’s mind is not a container to be filled but rather 
a fire to be kindled.” 
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