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First Place, First Rate 
(CNJ title-Blue ribbon means first rate) 

by Cindy Kleyn-Kennedy 
 

 You’ve read in recent issues of the Clovis News Journal about Mesa 
Elementary’s wonderful news of being named a National Blue Ribbon School. What 
you might not be aware of is just what it takes to earn this honor. When first 
established in 1982 by the U. S. Department of Education, the express purpose of the 
award was to “recognize public and private elementary, middle, and high schools 
based on their overall academic excellence or their progress in closing achievement 
gaps among student subgroups” http://www2.ed.gov/programs/nclbbrs/eligibility.html.  
 Describing the detailed criteria for this award is a far too formidable task to 
include here; suffice it to say, the Blue Ribbon designation is a direct result of the 
combined hard work of school staff, students, and parents. As U.S. Secretary of 
Education John B. King, Jr. stated, “National Blue Ribbon Schools are proof that we 
can prepare every child for college and meaningful careers,” noting the Blue Ribbon 
indicates, “your schools are on the cutting edge, pioneering innovative educational 
practices…making you shining examples for your communities, your state, and the 
nation.” 
 Remarkably, this is the second Blue Ribbon win for Mesa Elementary, and the 
third for the Clovis Schools. Mesa won its first Blue Ribbon back in 2001; Ranchvale 
Elementary won a National Blue Ribbon designation in 2010. With this 2016 Blue 
Ribbon award, it is no wonder that the entire school – staff, students, and visitors – was 
decked out in blue the day of Mesa’s Blue Ribbon Assembly. With the packed gym 
vibrating with excitement distinguished speakers, including Superintendent Jody Balch 
and Colonel Douglas W. Gilpin, Commander, 27th Special Operations Mission Support 
Group at Cannon Air Force Base, added words of wisdom to celebrate this honor. 
 Proud Principal Julie Howell moderated the event, which included music, cheers, 
and other exhibits of pure joy. The culmination of the Blue Ribbon Assembly was 
heading outside to the playground with the hundreds of attendees for the rest of the 
celebration. Howell had earlier shared that she’d contacted Blue Bell Ice Cream in 
Lubbock to purchase ice cream cups for everyone. The company, with its namesake 
color, insisted on donating ice cream for all who attended to contribute their part in the 
celebration.  
 The icing on the cake was the thrilling release of hundreds of blue balloons 
sailing across the blue sky accompanied utterly joyous shouts of hundreds of 
elementary students.  
 Not bad for a little town in the middle of nowhere. 
 

Cindy Kleyn-Kennedy is the Instructional Technology Coordinator for the Clovis Municipal Schools and can be reached at 
cindy.kleynkennedy@clovis-schools.org 
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