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SPACE DAY 
by Cindy Kleyn-Kennedy 

  
 We visited Joy Martin’s third grade classroom at Cameo Elementary to learn 
about their Space Day. With a focus on STEM activities (Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Math), Martin’s students had been working on research projects to 
learn about the solar system. 
 They’d already gone through earlier stages, developing a variety of projects 
along the way, working and collaborating with one another, presenting to each other, 
incorporating a range of research tools and resources.  

The culminating phase was Space Day, held at the end of the week. Pulling their 
projects together in display form, Space Day provided an opportunity to expand the 
audience. Martin invited all the other grade levels at Cameo, along with parents and 
others. She described the procedure, “We had a morning and an afternoon block for 
visitors and presentations. Over half my parents were able to come, including 
grandparents and babies! They adjusted their lunch schedules so they’d be able to 
come.” 

Martin described the other classes who came, “Older students had participated 
when they were in third grade and were so excited to come back.” The other Cameo 
classes came to experience the third grade presentations armed with questions. 
“My students had practiced their speaking and listening skills, in addition to all they’ve 
learned during their research. As they presented, they learned to prepare their note 
cards; they’d practiced maintaining eye contact, using voice inflection, staying within a 
set time frame, that kind of thing. We had a rubric containing all the information they 
needed.” 

Principal Michael Read also came by and was impressed by the presentations. 
He really liked one student’s response to a question asked: “I don’t know the answer to 
that, but we’re going to the library on Friday, and I’ll find out and get back to you;” 
and did! This apparently happened with several other students; if they didn’t know the 
answer, they responded similarly and followed up with the individual asking the 
question. 

Martin was proud of the older students who were so good in working with her 
current third graders, encouraging and prompting. Since they’d been there before they 
had a unique sense of appreciation for the task. “Except for the technology,” Martin 
interjected. “We now have more technology tools we incorporated, like apps for 
creating presentations, and iPads for contributing to the presentation.  

Sounds like Cameo’s a great place to go to learn about our solar system. 
 

Cindy Kleyn-Kennedy is the Instructional Technology Coordinator for the Clovis Municipal Schools and can be reached at 
cindy.kleynkennedy@clovis-schools.org 
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