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EGG-CITING NEWS 
by Cindy Kleyn-Kennedy 

  
 You may have heard mention of our own elementary – the Arts Academy at 
Bella Vista – being honored at the famous White House Egg Roll of 2018. Chatting with 
Arts Academy principal, Shelly Norris, we learned more of the background leading to 
this national honor and recognition. 
 The White House Easter Egg Roll is the result of a collaboration between the 
White House Historical Association, The White House, and the National Park Service. 
Although The White House has hosted an egg roll party on the South Lawn since 1878, 
some stories suggest that Dolly Madison, President James Madison’s famous First Lady, 
initially proposed the idea. Others tell of informal egg rolling parties from the days of 
President Abraham Lincoln. 

It seems to have become a tradition in the 1870s for the children of all 
Washington social echelons to head for the U.S. Capitol grounds during the Easter 
holiday to roll eggs; at least, until a bill surfaced, banning egg rolling for fear of 
damage to the grounds. It was President Rutherford B. Hayes who agreed to open up 
the White House grounds on Easter Monday, April 22, 1978, for children who wanted 
to roll Easter eggs. Since that time the tradition has continued, with the exception of a 
few missed years during war times, with each president adding his personal twist on 
the tradition. 

This year was no different. The unique stamp of our current president provided a 
unique opportunity to involve our fifty states. Each state was invited to submit an 
Easter egg design that best represented the state, to be included in a unique display.  

It was left to each state to choose a school district to design the egg that would 
represent the state. The Public Education Department of New Mexico contacted the 
Arts Academy to invite them to design the four foot by two foot egg. AABV students 
and teachers went to work and developed a winning design that included the yellow 
Zia symbol, the oldest adobe church, San Miguel, the White Sands, ranching and 
farming, the Sandias, hot air balloons, and more. 

It was a rousing success! Our NM egg was highlighted on the national news on 
USA Today, the Daily Mail, AOL.com, (the ones we happened to see), who all 
highlighted the New Mexico egg and the students and staff at the Arts Academy. 

We could not be more elated and proud our AABV. 
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