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Getting a Strong Early Start 
by Cindy Kleyn-Kennedy 

 
 Recognition of the importance of early childhood education has grown rapidly 
over recent years. While the term “early childhood” can cover child development and 
education up to the age of eight (National Association for the Education of Young 
Children), our targeted terms are Preschool, including three and four year olds; and 
“PreK” identifying, specifically, the 4-year-olds. It is during these years that children 
undergo the most rapid growth and development. 
 Although there is considerable variability in individual development, children 
can be expected to acquire a vocabulary of between eight hundred up to thousands of 
words between the ages of three and five years old, depending on research sourced. 
Regardless, we know this is a critical stage of a child’s cognitive development, which 
has a strong bearing on their future academic success. In addition, it’s also a critical 
stage for nurturing social and emotional development. 
 In the Clovis Schools, we’ve provided learning opportunities for these little ones 
for many years (Los Niños Early Intervention Center; Federal Programs Family 
Leadership; and PreK programs) with certified teachers and educational assistants 
providing rich learning environments.  
 We’re now excited to be able to expand opportunities for our PreKs (4-year 
olds). Veteran educator, Karri Hatley (PreK Principal) is spearheading this expansion, 
thanks to the NM PreK initiative. Hatley’s early career began in the Lubbock schools 
after which she came to Clovis to continue her teaching career, eventually moving into 
administrative roles.  
 For the last few years the PreK program was located at our Los Niños and 
Lincoln Jackson sites. Given space constraints, it’s understandable we’ve been able to   
accommodate only a certain number of young students.  

Careful and painstaking meeting and planning went into effect, starting at the 
end of the last school year. Thanks to Hatley’s (and others’) efforts to expand in order 
to accommodate more little ones in the PreK program, we’ve done just that. This year 
our 4-Year-Old PreK program has moved to the elementary school sites. This dramatic 
reconfiguration presents some pretty significant challenges for Hatley and her staff, as 
well as for elementary principals. However, as Hatley enthusiastically described the 
increases, “We’re able to now serve 304 students as opposed to last year’s 
approximately 160. And, it makes it easier for parents who may have older children at 
the school site.” 

That’s what I love about our schools: decisions made on the basis of what’s best 
for kids and families, not convenience. 
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