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Honoring the Constitution 
by Cindy Kleyn-Kennedy 

  
 The week of September 17th through the 23rd is now recognized as Constitution Week. 
Formerly, Citizenship Day, later known as Constitution Day, was celebrated traditionally on the 
17th of September, the day that the Constitutional Convention signed the Constitution in 
Philadelphia in 1787. Citizenship Day, as it was known up until 2004, was changed to 
Constitution Day when Senator Robert Byrd authored an amendment to rename the holiday 
Constitution Day. The amendment also included mandates for publicly funded educational 
institutions to provide some sort of related educational programming about our Constitution. 
 Schools throughout our district have been doing just that. A recent visit to Lockwood 
Elementary School revealed a variety of educational events and activities in celebration of 
Constitution Week. Principal Deborah Westbrook took a moment to describe one special event 
that was being organized. 
 “We wanted the focus of our Constitution Day to be having our students know the reality 
of the men who defend our Constitution. We have invited forty-seven Cannon Air Force Base 
personnel for a luncheon at Lockwood.” That explained the food pouring in and the decorations 
going up as we paused to chat. Teachers and other staff had prepared the luncheon foods; a 
parent provided water for the guests, and Lockwood students were hosting the affair. This 
included greeting guests, guiding them, and serving their special luncheon guests. 
 A number of Lockwood teachers are married to Air Force personnel at Cannon, and a 
cadre of Cannon folk have more or less adopted Lockwood Elementary. For example, at the 
end of the last school year, there was a great rush to pack up the entire school for the massive 
move to the brand new school building. With all the extra activities associated with moving from 
one school site to another, there was increased pressure on the end of the school year activities. 
The Cannon group volunteered to come and run the Field Day for the kids. “It was great!” 
continued Westbrook, “Such a help, and the kids loved it!” 
 At Lockwood few of the students are from military families stationed out at Cannon. As a 
result, there is little opportunity for students to interact with our local Air Force Base or the 
personnel. The sight of Air Force personnel coming to Lockwood, helping out, and interacting 
with students has a powerful impact on students. “The students talk about it for weeks,” 
Westbrook shared after an event where Cannon folks were present. 
 “A great time was had by all,” as the saying goes. As the servicemen signed out to leave, 
all had grins of pleasure and were proudly carrying the laminated placemats the students had 
made for them. 
 It is important to acknowledge the contributions of the Cannon personnel to our 
community, for whom we are very grateful. Also, pausing to acknowledge and celebrate our 
Constitution is important. As Abraham Lincoln stated, “Don’t interfere with anything in the 
Constitution. That must be maintained, for it is the only safeguard of our liberties.” 
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