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Summer Reading 
by Cindy Kleyn-Kennedy 

 
The last day of school is here, and the time has come for a well-deserved break for 

students and staff who have worked hard during the past school year.  
It is also time once again for our CMS 2013 Summer Reading Program. The program 

began last year, with the overarching goal of supporting students’ literacy skills during summer 
months, a period during which learning loss may occur. It was enormously successful last 
summer, with students - accompanied by their parents - dropping by the district’s Central Office 
to collect and turn in completed Reading Logs. 

This is the way it works: all Pre-Kindergarten through 5th grade students will be provided 
with a Summer Reading Log by their school to record the books they read during the summer. 
The completed Reading Log (with its criteria met) is turned in at the Instructional Resource 
Center (IRC) at Clovis Municipal Schools’ Central Administration office (1009 Main Street). In 
exchange for the completed log, the student will receive a treat coupon, generously provided by 
local businesses: McDonald’s, Foxy Drive-In, Sonic, Dairy Queen, Taco Box, Burger King, 
Bahama Buck’s, Casel-Land Fun Center, and Allen Theaters. 

Although some might question the treat coupon as incentive, if a student encounters 
even one book that peaks their interest, they are more likely to be encouraged in their reading 
endeavors. In fact, last summer I encountered a number of our students at various times and 
locations, and when I asked if they were reading over the summer, all enthusiastically bubbled 
over about their books. One mother offered, “Oh yes! This summer, we are all about books!” 

Reading is the foundation for all subjects, and if students develop good reading skills, 
this will directly support their academic efforts across all subject areas. One way to encourage 
improved reading skills is for students to acquire a taste for pleasure reading, which is often a 
challenge in this digital age, when children are as likely to grab a digital device as a book to 
read.  

Additional resources that parents may want to tap are: 
 

Government - http://www2.ed.gov/teachers/how/read/edpicks.jhtml?src=ln 
Starfall - http://www.starfall.com/  (“free public service to teach children to read with phonics”). 
Reading Is Fundamental - http://www.rif.org 
Scholastic - http://www.scholastic.com/parents/ 
International Reading Association (IRA) - http://www.reading.org/informationfor/parents.aspx 
Imagine It! - http://imagineitreading.com/NA/ENG_US/index.php 
Reading Rockets - http://www.readingrockets.org/calendar/summer/ 
 

Don’t forget to regularly visit our own Clovis-Carver Public Library on Main Street and 7th 
(http://www.library.cityofclovis.org). There is always summer reading fun to be found at the 
library. 
 Parents: read with your children not only to improve their literacy skills, but also to share 
a very special time together; also, when you drop by the library to check out books, don’t forget 
to check one our for yourself; students who see their parents reading will become readers 
themselves.  

Walt Disney said: “There is more treasure in books than in all the pirate’s loot on 
Treasure Island.” 
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