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Top 10 Time Machine Destinations 
by Cindy Kleyn-Kennedy 

 
 In addition to the core classes offered at Clovis High School, also offered are a 
considerable selection of elective classes that provide a variety of skills and knowledge for 
students. In addition, some of these actually directly prepare students for the workplace with 
certifications, such as the culinary arts program ProStart (http://www.nraef.org/ProStart), under 
the direction of Judy Uerling, Family & Consumer Sciences; the Pre-Teach Certification 
program, led by Lisa Jo McCasland; or the DECA program, (http://www.deca.org) headed by 
Kathy Roberts in marketing. 
 These courses provide students with the opportunity to step out of their comfort zone to 
develop practical skills that encourage success as they move into adulthood. 

Another such example is veteran teacher Keith Ingram’s speech and drama classes. For 
students seeking that “easy A,” Ingram’s classes are not what they want!  
 Invited to observe students (mostly sophomores) in a Speech I class recently, it was pure 
delight to listen to students’ perspectives. The assignment of the day was an impromptu speech, 
after several minutes to prepare. The topic: if you could go back in time to see any event that 
took place, what ten events would you choose to go back to witness. Criteria: you can’t change 
the event in any way; you can’t be harmed by it; you merely watch to learn what really happened. 
 Expecting groans as students prepared, I was surprised to hear absolutely none! Students 
hunched over their desks, intently focused upon creating their lists. When ready to share with the 
class, they had to have valid, rational reasons why they chose their time machine destinations. 
 Further criteria were folded into the delivery: allocution, posture, volume, and so forth, 
with Ingram affably encouraging students along the way. Interestingly, as students were chosen 
to present their speech, the initial awkwardness quickly faded, and with the exception of a few 
prompts here and there, students presented their speeches, explaining their choices and the 
decision process, with remarkable conviction and aplomb.  

Sadly, space is lacking to share all of their remarkable choices, but I did find myself 
prompted to scribble my own list, motivated by the creativity demonstrated. One of Mark 
Martinez’ choices was witnessing the signing of the Declaration of Independence; Francisco 
Morones wanted to view the days of the Aztecs. Jacqueline Zubiate wanted to see the Titanic; 
Logan Cole, to witness Felix Baumgartner’s space jump. Wilshima Acy wanted to witness the 
times when jazz first appeared; Miguel Altamirano wanted to see the Lincoln assassination; 
Blaze Robles, the first airplane being flown. Joel Chavez, the birth and death of Jesus; Raul 
Ceniceros, the pyramids being built. Edward Workheiser chose the building of Stonehenge; Sara 
Lucero, the first plane that disappeared in the Bermuda Triangle; and Hanna Velez, New York 
City during the 1920s.  
 Activities like these promote critical thinking and build self-confidence, proven again and 
again when students return to share with Ingram reports of a new job because of their successful 
interview.  
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