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Spring Happenings 
by Cindy Kleyn-Kennedy 

 
  

James Bickley Elementary was a burst of color the other day as students celebrated 
spring by the time-honored tradition of the winding the maypole on the school’s front lawn. This 
year was James Bickley’s 65th year to celebrate this tradition.  

In preparing for this event, music teacher Hanna De Meo not only rehearsed the children 
in their songs, dances, and Maypole winding techniques, but she also folded in the history of 
May Day. According to various sources May celebrations have been around since at least the 
time of the Roman Empire, maybe longer. Although exact origins are sketchy, the May Festival 
seems to have been one of the customs and celebrations that the Romans took along when 
they invaded what is now the United Kingdom, where it remains to this day. 

De Meo shared: “Maypoles were formerly as tall as the mast of the sailing ship so that it 
could be spotted by all from a considerable distance. It marked the spot where everyone should 
meet for the festivities and games.” In former days flowers crowned the top of the maypole, with 
long ribbon streamers that eventually (19th century) came to be woven to cover the pole. De 
Meo continued, “We talk about the welcoming of spring after the hardships of winter and what 
that meant historically.” De Meo is in her 5th year of teaching music at James Bickley; prior to 
this she taught band in the Amarillo schools. “The kids love this tradition, which makes 
rehearsals flow pretty smoothly.” 

For James Bickley’s 65th year celebration, many were in attendance: parents, staff and 
students; Clovis Schools board members, and other community members. There was lots of 
music, performed by students. The fourth grade classes were the maypole winders, and third 
grade classes danced. While the fourth graders were making their preparations for the maypole 
activity, the third graders read various selections about the history. 

School board member, Ken Urban spoke, and along with the festivities there was a 
bicycle giveaway. Thanks to American Legion Post 117, represented by Bruce Pollard and 
Milton Mitchell, two bikes were donated to James Bickley to give away to students who had 
achieved the most academic gain in Pearson’s SuccessMaker (SM) software 
(http://www.pearsonschool.com/index.cfm?locator=PSZk99). SM is a digital learning system in 
place at all of our elementary school sites, serving as an extension of the classroom in providing 
kindergarten through sixth grade students with individually tailored, multimedia lessons in 
Reading and Math. Students demonstrating the most gain in these areas were selected as the 
winners. 
 Principal Carlos Carrillo expressed his pleasure with the outcome of this long tradition 
and talked about expanding with even more diverse cultural offerings next year. The event was 
topped off with parents joining in popcorn and pickles afterwards, a popular treat on Fridays. 

Albert Einstein noted that, “The school has always been the most important means of 
transferring the wealth of tradition from on generation to the next.” 
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